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Amendments to the Claiins 

1 . (Currently amended) An articJe-packaging member defining an extruded cross section, said 
extruded cross section extending along substantially an entire length of said packaging member 
and comprising: 

a structural framework formed of a relatively rigid extruded plastic material; 

a bundling channel formed in said extruded cross section along an exterior face of said 
article-packaging member; and 

at least on e a plurality of non-otrposing p liable projections formed of a relatively pliable 
plastic material extending from said structural framework. 

2. (Original) An ardcle-packaging member as claimed in claim 1 wherein said structural 
firework comprises: 

an external support framework formed of a rigid extruded plastic material; and 
an internal support framework formed of a rigid extruded plastic mat^al. 

3. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 2 wherein said structural 
framework defines a continuous cross section including said external support framework and 
said internal support framework. 

4. (Currently amended) An article^packaging member as claimed in claim 2 wherein said at loaot 
GBB plurality of non»ODposing p liable projections comprises a set of pliable projections extending 
from said external support fi'amework. 

5. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 1 wherein said bundling channel 
is op^ to an exterior of said article-packaging membo: and defines a substantially planar 
recessed surface partially bounded by sidewalls. 

6. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 5 wherein said sidewalls of said 
bundling channel are substantially perpendicular to said recessed surface of said bundling 
channel. 
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7. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 5 wherein said recessed surface 
is supported by an inteiDal support firamework of said stmcniral framework. 

8; (Origraal) An ardcle-packagiag member as claimed in claim 5 wherein opposite cross- 
sectional extremities of said recessed surface are supported by an intemal support framework of 
said structural framework* . 

9. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 5 wherein opposite cross- 
sectional extremities of said recessed sinface and a midpoint of said opposite cross-sectional 
extremities are supported by an internal support framework of said structural framework. 

1 0. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 5 wherein said substantially 
planar recessed surface extends along substantially an entire length of said bimdling channel 
parallel to an opposing exterior face of said structural framework. 

1 1 (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 5 wh^ein a width dimension of 
said recessed surface is at least 25% of an average width dimension of said packaging member. 

12, ((iriginal) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 5 wherein said subsiant^ 
planar recessed surface is unbounded at opposite ends of said bundling channel, whereby a 
portion of a bundling band may extend through said opposite ends of said bundling channel in 
contact with said recessed surface. 

13, (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 1 wherein said extruded cross 
section further comprises an additional bundling channel formed in said ratruded cross section 
along an alternate ext^or face of said article-packaging member. 

14, (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 1 wherein said extruded cross 
section defines a stmctural thickness dimension that assumes a substantially lower value in an 
area of said bimdling channel and a substantially higher value in an area outside of said bundling 
channel. 
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15. (Origiiial) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 1 wherein said extruded cross 



section defines a structural thickness dimension that assumes a substantially higher value in areas 
of said pliable projections and a substantially lower value in areas outside of said pliable 
projections. 

16. (Currently amended) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
least one nluralitv of non-ot>posing p liable projection comprises a set of pliable projections 
defining a support plane displaced from said structural framework. 

17. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 1 wherein said article- 
packaging member further comprises a set of partial cross-cuts defining sides of a packaging 
member quadrilateral, wherein said partial cross-cuts extend a sufBcient distance through said 
extmded cross section to create a pivoting connection between selected sides of said packaging 
member quadrilateral. 

18. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 17 wherein said partial cross- 
cuts extend from a top surfece of said packaging member to, but not through, a bottom side of 
said packaging member, wherein said bottom side of said packaging member defines a bottom 
surface of said packaging member opposite said top surface of said packaging member. 

19. (Original) An ardcle-packaging member defining an extruded cross section, said extruded 
cross section extending along substantially an entire length of said packaging member and 
comprising: 

a structural framework formed of a relatively rigid extruded plastic material; and 
a set of partial cross-cuts defining sides of a packaging member quadrilateral, wherein 
said partial cross-cuts extend a sufficient distaxice tfarougjh said extruded cross section to create a 
pivoting connection between selected sides of said packaging member quadrilateral. 
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20. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 19 wherein said partial cross- 
cuts extend j&om a top surface of said packaging member to, but not through, a bottom side of 
said packaging member^ wherein said bottom side of said packaging member defines a bottom 
surfece of said packaging member opposite said top surface of said packaging member. 

21 . (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 1 9 further comprising a 
bundling channel foimed in said extruded cross section along an exterior face of said article- 
packaging member, 

22. (Original) An article-packaging member as claimed in claim 19 iurther comprising at least 
one set of pliable projections formed of a relatively pliable plastic material extending j&om said 
stmctural firamework. 

23. (Original) A plastic article-packaging member defining a cross section, said cross section 
extending along substantially an entire length of said packaging member and comprising: 

a structural framework formed of a relatively rigid plastic material; 

a bimdling channel formed in said cross section along act exterior face of said article- 
packaging member; and 

at least one pliable projection formed of a relatively pliable plastic material extending 
from said structural fiamework. 
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